
   “‘Behold, the virgin shall be with 
child. And bear a Son, and they shall 
call His name Immanuel,’ which is 
translated, ‘God with us.’”  Matthew 
1:23. Tis the season to quote verses like 
this, but do we even scratch the surface 
of the meaning? What does it truly 
mean to have God with us? What 
motivated Christ to leave His position 
with the Father and Holy Spirit and take 
on our flesh? The quick answer is, He 
did it to save us.  I am convinced the 
depth of what Christ did and why He 
did it will take an eternity to unpack. 
Even though we see through a clouded 
glass now, I believe the Lord is pleased 
when we choose to explore those 
depths.   
     Christ came as the only solution to 
the problem of sin. If we put our trust in 
Him, we are saved from an eternity in 
hell (which we deserve) and saved for 
an eternity in heaven (which we do not 

deserve). That is an amazing gift that 
we should not only receive but 
continually praise and thank the Lord 
for. God made a way for the 
relationship that existed in the garden to 
be restored. What should that 
relationship with the Lord look like on 
this side of heaven? John records some 
hard to believe words of Jesus that give 
us some insight.  “... you will know that 
I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I 
in you.” John 14:20.  It may not be hard 
to believe that Jesus is in the Father, but 
do you believe that you are in Jesus and 
Jesus is in you? And do you believe you 
are in the Father since Jesus is there and 
you are in Jesus? Even if you can say 
yes to these questions, I would invite 
you to thank the Lord for these truths 
and ask the Lord to show you more of 
what they actually mean.  
     Jesus continues this theme in John 
17:20-21. “I do not pray for these alone, 

but for those who will believe in Me 
through their word; that they may be 
one, as You, Father, are in Me and I in 
You; that they also may be one in Us, 
that the world may believe that You 
sent Me.”  We can probably all agree 
that the world needs to know that Jesus 
did come from the Father, but how does 
this happen? It starts as we come into 
that amazing love relationship with the 
Father and the Son, such that our 
relationship with Them looks like Their 
relationship with each other. It is only 
by individually coming into this life- 
giving relationship that we have any 
hope of being one with each other.  This 
is the way we demonstrate that “God is 
with us”. Christmas is a great time to 
explore the depth of the relationship the 
Lord invites us into!  Christmas is a 
great time to truly say “Immanuel” not 
only with our mouths, but also with our 
lives! 
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From the desk of Mr. Allen Siemens 
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CELEBRATION BANQUET 

“Forty Years On A Hill” was the theme of the 2022 
40th Anniversary Celebration Banquet held November 5 
in the Elyria gymnasium. Forty years since a small group 
of parents had the vision to create a school to provide a 
Christian education for students of the surrounding 
communities.  

After a welcome and prayer by board president, Mr. 
Timothy Swenson, the meal by Knackies Catering was 
served by high school students. At the start of the 
program, the classes of 2007,  2012, and 2017 were 
recognized. Alumnus Mr. Aaron Potter, ‘12, spoke of 
several teachers and experiences that had a lasting mark 
on him. He said, “What I just shared is a small part of 
that forty years of life-shaping impact this school has had 
on thousands of people.”  

Several staff members were recognized for their 
years of service: Mrs. July Pulscher, Mrs. Dawn Froese, 

Mrs. Julie Diederich, Mrs. Joanna 
Lynch, Mrs. Jen Swinney, Mrs. Tonya Robertson, Ms. 
Kristin Wallman, and Mrs. Anna Kaufman. The high 
school choir performed “Go Down, Moses” before the 
audience heard from the speaker, Dr. Everett Piper. Dr. 
Piper, former president of Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, stressed the 
importance of Christian schools who need to be here to 
teach students the truth, not the propaganda all around in 
public schools and universities. He quoted a friend who 
said, “What a wonderful time to be alive! For such a time 
as this.” 

Banquet coordinator, Mrs. Tonya Robertson, 
thanked all those who helped with the evening, from 
students who served in all areas to those adults who 
covered all the details of the event. 

 

IMMANUEL 
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GRANDPARENTS DAY 

Grandparent’s Day is the day that many 
elementary students look forward to every year - a 
day where grandparents get to come out and get a 
glimpse of what their grandchildren learn at school. 
On November 4, a rainy day, the grandparents came 
to enjoy a morning of fun! The grandparents listened 
to the students sing songs and do presentations 
before having cookies with their grandkids.  

The kindergarten through second graders sang 
“They’ll Be Coming To Our School” to start the 
program. Each class performed a song or skit, such 
as the third graders' “Are You Smarter Than a 3rd 

Grader?” The fifth grade band performed for the first 
time. Then all together, the whole elementary school 
did “The Fruits of the Spirit Rap.” 

Each class made gifts for their grandparents 
which they presented before the start of the program. 
Many took the opportunity to have their picture taken 
together at a special photo backdrop. As the event 
came to an end, children 
were excited to have 
enjoyed a morning with 
their grandparents.  

 
-Laney Reiff, 9th 

 

The high school students spent 
the morning of October 20 doing 
many service projects. For the most 
part, they were split by their 
Discipleship Groups, and they spent 
their morning helping organizations in 
the community. Some groups went to 
Lakeside Park where they hung 
Christmas lights at the water park 
and cleaned out trash from the lake. 
Other groups went to Countryside 
Church and the Free Methodist 
Church where they helped with 
maintenance jobs. The McPherson 
Animal Shelter was a favorite 
because the group got to walk and 
play with the dogs, in addition to 
cleaning and organizing kennels. 
Another group headed to the 
McPherson Fire Department to shine 
the fire trucks.  

Two of the boys’ groups worked 
at First Baptist Church taking out old 
carpet. “I was very impressed with 

how hard the guys worked. They did 
a great job!” said Tal Boese of the 
church. A picture of them even 
showed up on the church Facebook 
page.  

Other organizations that received 
help were McPherson Outreach, New 
Hope Church, and Save ‘n Share. As 
Mrs. Mo Hawkinson, service day 
coordinator, led the students in a 
devotion to start the day, she 
reminded them to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus. The work of the 
morning showed how the students 
lived that out. 

 
    -Macy Reiff, 11th, Mrs. June 

HIGH SCHOOL SERVICE DAY 
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HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL ~ CINDERELLA 

With auditions in May and 
rehearsals that started in August, 
the high school choir production of 
“Cinderella” was anything but 
“impossible!” Under the direction of 
Mrs. Anastasia Allen and Mrs. Vicki 
Anderson, and the music direction 
of Ms. Jill Miller, the large cast and 
crew delivered three excellent 
performances Nov. 10, 11, and 12. 
The dinner theater on the 12th, 
served by the cast, was a delicious 
meal made by Mrs. Dawn Froese 
and her crew of helpers. 

The auditorium stage is not 
very big, but every inch of space 
was used to the max. Crew 
members lifted sets on and off 
multiple times, and amazingly a set 

of stairs was hidden behind the 
scenes. Behind the scenes 
backstage had its own drama. Jory 
Glendening, 11th, said, “Everyone 
is running around trying to find a 
prop or get into their next costume. 
It’s hectic!” 

There were many lessons 
learned during this endeavor. Jory 
said, “Kindness is always better 
than ridiculing one another.” Senior 
Alexus Swenson said, “It is very 
important to work together, 
because that is the only way it’s 
possible to perform well.”  

 Each of the characters 
performed their roles very well, and 
they appreciated each other’s work 
to put on a wonderful production. 

Senior Kortney Potter 
complimented Alexus Swenson, 
12th, on her performance of 
Cinderella. “Alexus absolutely killed 
her role as Cinderella. She worked 
so hard and gave 100% every day 
in rehearsal. She is an amazing 
example of a hard worker.” 

While months of hard work 
went into the play, the students had 
fun. Brianna Stucky, 12th, said, “My 
favorite part was getting to know 
other classes better. I also had a lot 
of fun performing.” All things are 
possible! 

 
-Allie Stone, 12th, Mrs. June Unruh 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Upcoming Events 

December 

1 - JH BB @ Peabody 

    - HS Scholar’s Bowl @ Hesston 

2 - HS BB @ ECS vs Moundridge 

    - HS JV Scholar’s Bowl @ Solomon 

6 - HS BB @ Bluebird Classic vs Burrton 

8 - JH BB @ ECS vs Rural Vista 

9 - HS BB @ Bluebird Classic vs Little Rvr 

10 - HS BB @ Bluebird Classic vs TBD 

      - ACT Test 

12 - K-12 Music Concert 

13 - HS BB @ Sedgwick 

15 - JH BB @ Canton-Galva 

16 - HS BB @ ECS vs Solomon 

     - JH BB @ Berean Academy 

19 - Early Dismissal - 12:15 pm 

      - HS Final Exams 

      - JH BB vs Solomon (postponed to 1/23) 

20 - End of 2nd Quarter 

      - Early Dismissal - 12:15 pm 

      - HS Final Exams 

      - K-5 Christmas Parties 

      - HS BB @ Rural Vista 

Dec. 21-Jan 3 - No School-Christmas     
 Break 

24-28 - Winter Moratorium - No gym use 

 

January 

6 - HS BB @ ECS vs Canton-Galva 

9 - HS League Scholar’s Bowl @ ECS 

10 - HS BB @ Peabody 

12 - JH BB @ Goessel 

13 - HS BB @ Centre 

16 - NO SCHOOL - MLK Day 

      - JH BB @ ECS vs Central Christian 

17 - HS BB @ Centre Cougar Classic 

19 - JH BB @ ECS vs Herington 

20 - HS BB @ Centre Cougar Classic 

21 - HS BB @ Centre Cougar Classic 

      - HS Scholar’s Bowl @ Goessel 

23 - HS BB @ ECS vs Solomon 

      - JH BB @ Centre 

25 - Elementary Service Day 

26 - Winter Workshops 

      - Real Men Sing 

      - HS Scholars Bowl @ Peabody 

      - JH BB @ Berean 

27 - Winter Workshops 

31 - HS BB @ Wakefield 

 

February 

   2 - JH BB @ Solomon - WSL Tournament 

   3 - HS BB @ ECS vs Herington-  

        Homecoming 

   4 - JH BB @ Solomon - WSL Tournament 

   6 - All school parent meeting 

   7 - HS BB @ ECS vs Goessel 

   9 - NO SCHOOL - PT Conferences  

ALUMNI NIGHT 

40th ANNIVERSARY  



Nov. 14  @ Moundridge 

Nov. 17  @ ECS vs Wakefield 

Nov. 21  @ Little River 

Nov. 29    @ ECS vs Burrton  

Dec. 1     @ Peabody 

Dec. 8   @ ECS vs Rural Vista 

Dec. 15   @ Canton-Galva 

Dec. 16     @ Berean Academy 

Dec. 19    @ ECS vs Solomon 

Jan. 12     @ Goessel 

Jan. 16     @ ECS vs Central Christian 

Jan. 19     @ ECS vs Herington 

Jan. 26     @ Centre 

Feb. 2     @ Solomon - WSL Tournament 

Feb. 4     @ Solomon - WSL Tournament 
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

Scholar’s Bowl 

Nov. 15 @ Marion 

Nov. 17 @ Berean (JV) 

Dec. 1  @ Hesston  

Dec. 2   @ Solomon (JV) 

Jan. 9   @ ECS - League 

Jan. 21  @ Goessel  

HS Basketball JH Basketball 

Dec. 3      @ ECS vs Moundridge 

Dec. 6      @ Bluebird Classic vs Burrton 

Dec. 9        @ Bluebird Classic vs Little River 

Dec. 10      @ Bluebird Classic 

Dec. 13      @ Sedgwick 

Dec. 16      @ ECS vs Solomon 

Dec. 20      @ ECS vs Rural Vista 

Jan. 6       @ ECS vs Canton-Galva 

Jan. 10       @ Peabody 

Jan. 13       @ Centre 

Jan. 17      @ Centre Classic 

Jan. 20      @ Centre Classic 

Jan. 21      @ Centre Classic 

Jan. 31      @ Wakefield 

Feb. 3      @ ECS vs Herington 

Feb. 7      @ ECS vs Goessel  

Feb. 10      @ Little River 

Feb. 13      @ ECS vs Central Christian 

Feb. 14      @ ECS vs Berean Academy 

Feb. 17      @ Marion 

Feb. 23-24    Sub-State Quarterfinals 

Feb. 27-Mar. 4  Sub-State Tournament 

Mar. 8-11     State Tournament 

 

 

STATE CROSS COUNTRY 

Congratulations to Laney Reiff, who earned 7th place at the State Cross Country meet with a time of 21:27:70! She 
placed 4th in the Regional meet the previous week, which qualified her for state. It was a great 
season for Laney and the whole cross country team! Go Eagles!  



Elyria Christian School 

1644 Comanche Rd. 

McPherson, KS  67460 

Phone: 620-241-2994 

Fax: 620-241-1238 
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www.ecseagles.us 

  Board President: 
      Tim Swenson 
  Vice President: 
      Rachel Stucky 
  Secretary: 
      Shannon Glendening 
  Treasurer: 
      Andy Stone 
  Additional Members:         
      Ryan Busenitz  
     John Harvey 
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      Shannon Unruh 
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ALUMNI NEWS 

Marriages: 

Konan and Tili (Burton) ‘20 Krutsch, Walton, KS, November 12, 2022.  
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Please contact the ECS office 

at 620-241-2994 or at 

office@ecseagles.us if you have 

a change of address or email.  

We want to keep in touch with 

our alumni and friends! 

www.ecseagles.us 

LIKE US on  

 

 

Elyria Christian School  

VISION STATEMENT:   
The vision of Elyria Christian School is to provide a Christian education that excels in spiritual and academic instruction. 
We view the opportunity to educate children as a sacred trust given of God. We realize this is an awesome responsibility 
given to parents, thus, we desire to partner with them as we train young people with a biblical world view.  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

If you would prefer to receive newsletters in a digital format, please let the ECS Office know at 

deann.huxman@ecseagles.us or 620-241-2994. Also, please contact us to update mailing addresses. 

SPREAD THE WORD:  Stay up to date on alumni activities on ECS social 
media. Join the Elyria Christian School Facebook page or Elyria Christian 
Instagram today!  


