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From the desk of Mr. Allen Siemens
~ Lead Administrator ~
PEACE
Peace seems like such an elusive commodity
these days. It is often the lack of peace that best
describes world events, the present political scene,
even relationships at work, at school, and at
home. If we are honest, our hearts are often
anxious and our minds are racing. How do we turn
away from the anxiety that is so natural in this
world and find peace? Philippians 4:4-9 gives us
the recipe. Start by rejoicing in the Lord, add some
gentleness, remove anxiousness, pray with
thanksgiving, and request what you need. The
result is the peace of God guarding our hearts and
minds through Christ.
The instructions for obtaining peace continue in
verse eight. Meditate on what is true, noble, just,
pure, lovely, good, and virtuous. That makes
sense, consciously shifting our focus to all those
positive things instead of the negative stuff we
often wallow in. But, then Paul adds a bold
statement. “The things which you learned and
received and heard and saw in me, these do, and
the God of peace will be with you.” Philippians 4:9
Why would he say that? Isn’t it arrogant on
Paul’s part? Where is the humility? Who wants to

open themselves up to that level of scrutiny? Who
wants to guarantee the outcome?
We are all to follow Christ’s example. We
should all do those things that we have learned,
received, heard, and saw in Christ. But Christ also
called us to be salt and light to the world. We are
called to make disciples, to train up our children, to
be His ambassadors on the earth. If we are
conformed into the image of Christ, there should
be no problem being that example/leader/rolemodel that God not only called His Son to be, but
Paul and us as well.
Whether we like it or not, there are people
following us. It could be a spouse, child, student,
co-worker, employee, sibling, fellow sports fan, etc.
Many eyes and ears are tuned into us each
day. Even if we aren't as bold as Paul to invite the
following, it is there.
Are we up to the challenge? Are we living in
Christ’s peace? Do our lives point the way for
others to walk in His peace? Our world
desperately needs Christ and the peace that only
He can provide!

Southern Gospel Concert
As it has become an
annual event, many people
look forward to the
Southern Gospel Saturday
Night in Elyria. On the
evening of August 20, the
ECS gym was filled with
people eager to hear the
Southern Gospel music of
two quartets - Liberty
Quartet and Ernie Haase
and Signature Sound. This
was the sixth annual event
at Elyria Christian School,
although it was canceled in
2020.
Liberty Quartet has
been here each year,
making this a stop on their

annual tour. Dale and
Dawn Froese and their
family developed a
friendship with the group
many years ago that
started when the quartet
sang at the Froese’s
church. ECS alum, Caleb
Froese (‘19), Dale and
Dawn’s son, grew up
listening to their music and
singing along. Caleb was
invited on stage this year to
sing with both groups on
the song, “Based Upon the
Word.” Caleb was part of a
men’s quartet in high
school that also sang with
the quartets several years

ago. The crowd enjoyed
watching local talent sing
with the groups!
As a fundraiser, the
evening included an
offering for ECS, which
raised money for specific
school projects. The
sophomore class benefited
by selling concession
meals throughout the
evening. However, the
main purpose and greatest
joy is to gather together
and enjoy an evening of
music and worship!
-Mrs. June Unruh

SCHOOL EVENTS

HIGH SCHOOL RETREAT
High School Retreat is always a fun way to kick off
the start of the school year! On August 25-26, the
students and several staff went to Kansas Bible Camp
by Hutchinson. Joining the high school students was Mr.
Caleb Barrows, who spoke at each chapel session. Mr.
Barrows talked about glorifying God in everything we do
and being “All In” with our relationship with God, which
was based on Colossians 3:23-24. He used examples
from the Bible such as the Prodigal Son and how much
God loves us and how forgiving He is of our sins. “I
really like that Mr. Barrows made it personal for us, so
that we can relate to the message better,” said
Makenna Cass, 11th.
Discipleship groups met for the first time to get to
know each other and discuss the chapel sessions.
Several seniors are the D-Group leaders.
Lots of fun activities happened! The classes
competed with one another in different games, such as
sand volleyball and ultimate frisbee. There was also
another competition called the Amazing

Race, which involved groups rushing to find each staff’s
location and completing a random activity, with points
earned for the most creative. Free time was for
swimming, carpet ball, chess, or ping pong.
Skits on Thursday night had the topic “State
Fair.” Each class had to come up with some sort of
booth at the State Fair using a prop and a character, for
example, an apron and Luke Skywalker, a fan and Bilbo
Baggins, or a paintbrush and Tony Stark. To their
surprise, the freshmen won for the best skit.
Freshman Colby Hall said, “I thought that my first
high school retreat was fun. There was a lot of stuff to
do.” Laney Reiff, 9th, added, “I thought it was super fun!
The games were fun but most important, we all grew
closer to God.”
-Story by Journalism students

SPORTS RECORDS
HS VOLLEYBALL
Overall Record:
11-7
WSL Record:
2-3

JH SOCCER
Overall Record:
0-6
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HS CROSS
COUNTRY
Hesston:
Laney Reiff—5th, Ethan
Unruh—18th

HS SOCCER
Overall Record:
1-4

Buhler:
Londyn Olsen—11th (JV), Joy
Beck—18th (JV)
Marion:
Laney Reiff—3rd, Joy Beck—
7th (JV), Emelie Green—13th (JV)

JH VOLLEYBALL
Overall Record:
4-3
WSL Record:
3-3

UPCOMING EVENTS
Upcoming Events

BBQ DINNER

MUSICAL

October
1 - HS VB @ Burrton Tournament
3 - JH S @ Hesston
4 - HS S @ ECS vs Berean
- HS VB @ ECS (vs Goessel/Peabody)
5 - Individual / Fall Sports Pictures
6 - HS S @ ECS vs Augusta
HS XC @ Goessel (Bethel Course)
JH S @ ECS vs Holy Cross
JH VB @ CG (w/ Herington)
8 - JH S @ Berean Festival
10 - BBQ Dinner Fundraiser
11 - HS S @ Emporia
- 5th Grade Field Trip
- HS Chapel Concert
13 - HS XC @ WSL/HOP Meet
- JH VB @ WAHAA
- JH Chapel Concert
14 - NO SCHOOL
- End of 1st Quarter
- P/T Conferences (1:00-7:00 pm)
15 - HS S @ ECS vs McPherson JV
- HS VB @ Hope - WSL Tournament
17 - NO SCHOOL
- HS S @ ECS vs Hays (Sr Night)
- JH VB @ Centre - WSL Tournament
18 - 2nd Quarter Begins
- Cancelled - HS Soccer vs. TMP
- HS Soccer @ Valley Center
- HS VB @ Central Christian Acad.
- District ACT Test
19 - Elem Chapel Concert (10:35 am)
20 - HS Service Day
22 - HS VB Sub-State
- HS XC Regional Meet
23 - HS Regional Soccer
- HS Scholar’s Bowl
28 - HS State VB
29 - HS State VB
30 - HS State XC

This year’s musical production
of Cinderella will take place on
November 10, 11, and 12. The
annual Dinner Theatre will be
held before the final show on the
12th, with limited seating
available. Tickets will go on sale
October 20. All seating is
reserved and payment is due at
the time of reservation.

CELEBRATION BANQUET
The Celebration Banquet is an annual event hosted in
order to celebrate all God has done in and through
Elyria Christian School over the past year. This event
provides a great opportunity to connect with other
families and ECS supporters and to invite families who
may desire Christian education for their children, but
are not yet a part of ECS. You will leave inspired and
encouraged to take part in continuing the mission and
legacy at Elyria Christian School.
*Dinner is at 6:30pm, doors open at 6:00pm and
appetizers will be served.

November
1 - HS League Music @ McP College
4 - K-6th Grandparents Day
- Early Dismissal - 11:30 am
5 - Celebration Banquet - 6:30 pm
9 - Picture Retakes
10-12– HS Musical
14 - JH BB @ Moundridge
- First day of HS BB Practice
15 - HS Scholar’s Bowl @ Marion
16 - Elementary Service Day
17 - JH BB @ ECS vs Wakefield
- HS JV Scholar’s Bowl @ Berean
19 - Game Day Cheer @ Topeka
21-25 - Thanksgiving Break ~ No School
29 - JH BB @ ECS vs Burrton

December
1 - JH BB @ Peabody
- HS Scholar’s Bowl @ Hesston
2 - HS BB @ ECS vs Moundridge
- HS JV Scholar’s Bowl @ Solomon
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*RSVP by calling the school office at 620-241-2994 or
email us at office@ecseagles.us
*If you would like to help sponsor the Celebration
Banquet, please email Tonya Robertson, event sponsor,
at tonya.robertson@ecseagles.us or call 620-241-2994.

GRANDPARENTS DAY

ALUMNI NIGHT
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Please contact the ECS office
at 620-241-2994 or at
office@ecseagles.us if you have
a change of address or email.
We want to keep in touch with
our alumni and friends!
www.ecseagles.us
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Elyria Christian School

VISION STATEMENT:
The vision of Elyria Christian School is to provide a Christian education that excels in spiritual and academic instruction.
We view the opportunity to educate children as a sacred trust given of God. We realize this is an awesome responsibility
given to parents, thus, we desire to partner with them as we train young people with a biblical world view.

ALUMNI NEWS
Elyria Christian School
1644 Comanche Rd.
McPherson, KS 67460

ECS Board Members

Phone: 620-241-2994
Fax: 620-241-1238

Board President:
Tim Swenson
Vice President:
Rachel Stucky
Secretary:
Shannon Glendening
Treasurer:
Andy Stone
Additional Members:
Ryan Busenitz
John Harvey
Josh Menard
Shannon Unruh

Births:

Brad and Lori (Jantz) ‘03 Klatt, Hayden David Klatt, June 27, 2022
Scott ‘12 and Beth Thiessen, Katherine Marie, September 21, 2022
Matthew ‘09 and Chelsea Goering, Jennalee Elizabeth, May 19, 2022

If you would prefer to receive newsletters in a digital format, please let the ECS Office know at
deann.huxman@ecseagles.us or 620-241-2994. Also, please contact us to update mailing addresses.

