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From the desk of Mr. Allen Siemens
~ Lead Administrator ~
ABIDE
Summer is again winding down
and a new school year is fast
approaching. It has been a busy
summer “break” here at ECS, with
building projects, new family
inquiries, technology upgrades,
scheduling, and the list goes
on. Part of each year’s planning is
choosing a spiritual theme to focus
on as a school body. Last May we
had some high school students
suggest John 15:5 as the theme, "I
am the vine, you are the
branches. He who abides in me, and
I in him, bears much fruit; for
without Me you can do
nothing." (NKJV) Our Spiritual Life
Director, Brandon Roth, and I
thought that was a great theme verse
for the coming year. We wanted to
key in on that concept of abiding,
but it seemed like such an old
fashioned word that we kept looking
for another word that would convey
the same meaning. After

considerable research, we concluded
that there really isn’t another word
that communicates the same
message.
Strong's Concordance defines the
Greek word that NKJV translates
abide as, “to stay (in a given place,
state, relation or expectancy).” We
are to stay in Christ and Christ is to
stay in us. To stay, not visit, pop in
and out, or wave as you go
by. Abiding takes time. We are to
stay in a place, “...seated...in
heavenly places in
Christ,” (Ephesians 2:6). We are to
stay in a state, “And the peace of
God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus,” (Philippians 4:7). We are to
stay in relationship with God and
our “neighbor.” We are to stay in
expectancy, “Truly, truly, I say to
you, whoever believes in me will
also do the works that I do; and

greater works than these he will do,
because I am going to the Father.”
John 14:12.
We all are created to do “good
works,” (Ephesians 2:10). We are
designed to bear much good fruit,
not by striving in our own strength,
but by simply abiding in the
vine. Like many things in the
Kingdom of God, it is not
complicated, but it can be
hard. Abiding does not come
naturally and there are multiple
voices screaming for our time and
attention making it even more
difficult. We can heed all those
other voices and be extremely busy
making it look like we are being
fruitful, but it will not be the fruit
that the Lord has designed for us to
bear. It is not the new year, but it is
a new school year, why not make a
resolution to abide and bear much
fruit, fruit that will remain.

BACK TO SCHOOL

THURSDAY,
AUGUST 5
9AM - 1PM
—
MONDAY,
AUGUST 9
4 - 8PM

WEDNESDAY,
AUGUST 18
—
11:30 AM
DISMISSAL

STUDENTS IN MISSION
When exams ended on May
18th, the school year was not quite
over for everyone. Regional and
State Track meets were held after
school ended and the second
installment of the ECS Mission
Trip took place. The Mission Trip
was canceled last year, but ECS
continued what was started in
2019 by again going to
LifeChange Camp in Clinton,
Missouri to help them prepare for
their summer activities. Eight
students from eighth to twelfth
grade were accompanied by Mrs.
Hawkinson and Mr. Kostelnik.
LifeChange was founded by
Bill and Carol Anderson in 2003
and has grown to ministering to
nearly 2,000 people each year.
This year, the camp staff was
joined by Jonathan and Sarah
Blose as they prepare to take over
for Bill and Carol. Bill and Carol
have a vision to start another camp
and are seeking the Lord’s
guidance for a place to begin
again.
The ECS team met for lunch at
the school on Monday the 24th to
pray and get ready for the work
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ahead of them. They made the
drive to Clinton and started their
week of service by preparing the
evening meal for the staff and the
team. After dinner, the team was
shown around some of the
facilities, relaxed with a few
games, and got settled into their
cabins to get a good night’s rest
before the real work began.
On Tuesday, the team started
with breakfast over a campfire
down by the lake. There were
trails that needed to be raked and
cleared, grass that needed to be
cut, some gardening, and a road
that needed a layer of gravel
spread on it. The team finished the
day with some time in the pool,
dinner, and then more pool time.
On Wednesday, the team power
-washed the Pavilion, built a new
bridge, grilled hot dogs and
s’mores for lunch, trimmed trees,
and hiked a trail into a canyon
where they had to climb a rope to
get out. After dinner and more
pool time, they played card games,
bumper pool, and ping pong.
On Thursday, the team
prepared breakfast for everyone

and then tried to stay dry while
loading up to leave as the storms
that had held off for three days hit
back with a vengeance. They
stopped for lunch at a Freddy’s in
Ottawa and arrived back at ECS
around 3 pm. According to the
folks at LifeChange, the team
completed the ‘this has to get
done’ list, the ‘it would be helpful
if this got done list’, and some of
the ‘there’s no way we can get this
stuff done’ list.
Overall, it was a great trip
where the team got along well and
accomplished many things that
LifeChange Camp needed to help
them operate this summer. There
were a few cuts and blisters and an
assault by the ‘United Ticks of the
World’, but otherwise a very safe
and pleasant trip. This year’s team
included Braedan Jones, Vaughn
Rogers, Ryland Hawkinson,
Grayson Jones, Dominick
Lundberg, Blake Robertson,
Connor Stucky, and Raegan
Hawkinson.
-Will Kostelnik

UPCOMING EVENTS
Upcoming Events
August
5 - Enrollment (9:00am - 1:00pm)
7 - Work Day (8:00 am)
9 - Enrollment (4:00pm - 8:00pm)
16 - Back to School Night
Fall Sports Parent Meeting
Professional Development
First Practice Day
17 - Professional Development
18 - First Day of School (11:30 Dismissal)
19-20 - HS Retreat
21 - Southern Gospel Concert (5:00pm)
31 - HS VB @ ECS vs CCS/WAHAA
HS S @ Berean

SOUTHERN GOSPEL CONCERT

September
2 - JH VB @ Herington (Tri w/ Centre)
JS S @ ECS vs. Wichita Classical
HS S @ Thomas Moore Prep - Hays
6 - NO SCHOOL - Labor Day
7 - HS S @ WAHAA
HS VB @ ECS vs Herington & Rural
Vista w/ Goessel
9 - HS XC @ Hesston
JH S @ WAHAA
JH VB @ Solomon (Tri w/ Little River)
HS S @ ECS vs Circle
11 - ACT Test
HS VB @ Solomon Tournament
13 - JH S @ Berean Academy
JH VB @ Berean Academy
14 - JH S @ ECS vs Wichita Defenders
HS S @ ECS vs Wichita Defenders
HS VB @ Little River vs CG/LR w/
Goessel
16 - JH S @ Hesston
HS XC @ Buhler
JH VB @ Peabody (Tri w/ Goessel)
HS VB @ Berean (Tri w/ Bluestem)
17 - HS S @ Wichita Classical
20 - JH S @ CCA
HS S @ ECS vs El Dorado
21 - HS S @ ECS vs Berean
- HS VB @ ECS vs Goessel &
Classical
VB Senior Night
22 - 5th Grade Starbase (8:00am)
23 - HS S @ Wichita Defenders
HS XC @ Marion
JH S @ Wichita Defenders
HS VB @ Burrton (Tri w/ CG)
24 - NO SCHOOL - Teacher Inservice
25 - HS VB @ Wakefield Tournament
27 - JH S @ ECS vs WAHAA
JH VB @ Central Christian– Hutch
(Tri w/ Wichita Defenders)
28 - HS VB @ Goessel vs Solomon &
Wakefield
29 - 5th Grade Starbase (8:00 am)
30 - HS XC @ Berean
HS S @ Augusta
JH VB @ Rural Vista (Tri w/ CG)
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CELEBRATION
BANQUET

GRANDPARENTS
DAY

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

KSHSAA STATE TRACK AND FIELD
The KSHSAA 1A State Track and Field Championship took place May 29 at Cessna Stadium on the
Wichita State University campus. Athletes qualified to participate by placing in the top 4 at the
Regional Track Meet in Caldwell on May 21. The girls team earned the title of Regional Runner-up at
State. Individual successes included Olivia Peters who brought home three 5th place medals in the
100m, 200m, and 400m dash. Kayla Peters also earned two medals; 5th place in high jump and 6th
place in the 1600m. The athletes who competed at this meet included:
Pole Vault - Ashley Koehn
High Jump - Kayla Peters
100m Dash - Olivia Peters
100m Hurdles - Grant Peters
200m Dash - Olivia Peters
4x800 Relay - Ashley Koehn, Megan Koehn, Macy Reiff, Olivia Clark (alt. Allie Stone, Kayla Peters)
Javelin - Ryland Hawkinson
1600m - Kayla Peters
400m Dash - Olivia Peters

JH TRACK
Junior High track athletes competed in the Wheat State League
Meet in Goessel on Tuesday, May 11. The 7th grade girls and
8th grade boys both came away with 3rd place finishes as a
team. Individual results are as follows:
8th GradeRaegan Hawkinson - Shot Put (4th)
Andrew Huxman - 400m, 800m, Long Jump (1st); 100m (3rd)
Londyn Olsen - 1600m (3rd)
Landon Schneider - 100m Hurdles (1st); 200m Hurdles, High
Jump (2nd)
Addison Swenson - Long Jump (4th)
7th GradeRyan Cass, Gavin Frazier, Luke Lockhart, Emmitt Neufeldt 800 Medley Relay (3rd)
Gavin Frazier - Long Jump (3rd)
Luke Lockhart - 400m (1st), Long Jump (2nd)
Emmitt Neufeldt - Shot Put (4th)
Laura Peters - 800 Medley Relay (1st); 1600m (2nd); 800m
(3rd)
Grace Prescott - 800 Medley Relay (1st); 400m (2nd); 100m
(3rd)
Laney Reiff - 800m, 1600m, 800 Medley Relay (1st)
Hope Willems - 800 Medley Relay (1st)

Congratulations to all the Junior High and
High School athletes who competed this season
and represented our school well!

SUMMER HAPPENINGS

ECS CHEER CAMP

VOLLEYBALL CAMP

Congratulations to the ECS Cheerleaders on a
great week at cheer camp! They earned 1st place
in their Game Day performance and 2nd place in
their Camp Routine. Also, congratulations to
Ashley Koehn, Megan Koehn, Brianna Stucky,
and Jory Glendening for making All-American!

The ECS high school volleyball team, along with
coaches Jayme Gardner and Bri Leighty, hosted a
one week volleyball camp for 3rd-8th grade
students this summer. There were different
themed days such as crazy sock day and team
spirit day. Learning new skills along with having
fun made for a great week!

GYM MAKEOVER
Thanks to our donors and the Casey’s Cash for Classrooms grant, the ECS gym has been transformed! New
bleachers will allow for extra seating and new paint gives an updated look. Thank you to everyone who played
a role in making this project happen!
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Please contact the ECS office
at 620-241-2994 or at
office@ecseagles.us if you have
a change of address or email.
We want to keep in touch with
our alumni and friends!
www.ecseagles.us
LIKE US on

Elyria Christian School and
Elyria Christian School Activities

VISION STATEMENT:
The vision of Elyria Christian School is to provide a Christian education that excels in spiritual and academic instruction.
We view the opportunity to educate children as a sacred trust given of God. We realize this is an awesome responsibility
given to parents, thus, we desire to partner with them as we train young people with a biblical world view.

ALUMNI NEWS
SPREAD THE WORD: Stay up to date on alumni activities on the Alumni
Elyria Christian School
1644 Comanche Rd.
McPherson, KS 67460

ECS Board Members

Phone: 620-241-2994
Fax: 620-241-1238

Board President:
Greg Fields
Vice President:
Andy Stone
Secretary:
Shannon Unruh
Treasurer:
Tim Swenson
Additional Members:
Shannon Glendening
John Harvey
Ben Starburg
Rachel Stucky

Births:

Brad & Lori (Jantz) ‘03 Klatt, Kasen William Klatt, March 25, 2021.
Marriages:

Tyler ‘19 & Connie (Schott) ‘21 Huxman, Moundridge, KS, June 5, 2021.
Tyler ‘18 & Abigail (Holman) Thiessen, Kosciusko, MS, May 29, 2021

If you would prefer to receive newsletters in a digital format, please let the ECS Office know at
deann.huxman@ecseagles.us or 620-241-2994. Also, please contact us to update mailing addresses.

